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Mary said  

and so did he. 
After the Solemnity of St. Joseph yester-
day, I was sitting with Fr. James, as usual, 
talking about the feast. He mentioned 
something which never occurred to me 
before.  Joseph had the dream and the 
Angel spoke to him, he must have suf-
fered a great deal. Think of it, the woman 
you are about to marry is already pregnant 
and cannot explain how she came to be 
pregnant! How would you feel?  In the 
law it was clear, that woman was to be 
stoned to death. Joseph could easily have 
done that, denounced her publicly and 
seen her stoned to death with the baby in 
her womb. He didn’t do that, even before 
the dream, Joseph did not do that. No, he 
chose instead to divorce her quietly, 
which was also an option in the law. 
Imagine his distress, his angst, the be-
trayal he felt!   Joseph her husband, since 

he was a righteous man, yet unwill-
ing to expose her to shame, decided 
to divorce her quietly.  Joseph was a 
righteous man, unwilling to do such a 
horrible thing to the woman he loved. 
There was no vengeance in his heart, 
only the pain of betrayal.  While Fr. 
James and I were talking he said, 
“During the sermon I had a thought: 
between the time Joseph learned 
Mary was pregnant until he had the 
dream and the angel spoke to him, 
that was his Garden of Gethsemane.”  
The truth of that statement struck 
right into my heart. I never thought of 
that, sure, I’d thought about how hard 
it must have been for him, but never 
had I compared it to the suffering of 
Jesus in the Garden. So Jesus earthly 
protector and father experienced a 

The Immaculate Conception 
born without sin. 

 
"And the angel came in unto her, and 

said, hail, full of grace, the Lord is with 

thee: blessed art thou among women." - 

Luke 1:28 

It is the term "full of grace" that is empha-
sized by the Church when dealing with 
Mary's Immaculate Conception. The title 
"full of grace" comes from the Greek 
word kecharitomene, which describes a 
"perfection" and "abundance" of grace. In 
other words, 
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The Christmas Pageant and the Christmas Mass with Children are nearly upon 
us.  Those between the ages of 2 and 18 are invited to participate in this spirit 
filled endeavor.  Practices will be from 9:00—11:00 am Saturdays, Dec 14 & 
21.  As with any parish community activity, the Young-at-Heart are asked and 
encouraged to assist in making the pageant a success.  Please call to sign up 
and allow us to share your gifts and talents with the Parish Family.  If you have 
any questions or wish to sign-up, contact Doug at 424-8344x306 or email dra-
sler@holyredeemerchurch.org 

could not be touched by human hands because of its holi-
ness. Mary, the New Ark, holds the New Covenant in her 
womb, which is Jesus Christ. How much holier is Christ 
than the Ten Commandments? It only makes sense that for 
Mary to hold God in her womb, she too would be com-

pletely pure and without any sin. 

"I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, between your seed (offspring) 

and hers; He (she) will crush your 
head while you strike at his (her) 

heel." - Genesis 3:15 

What does the book of Genesis 
have to do with Mary's Immaculate 
Conception? Genesis 3:15 is the 
first passage in the Bible that re-
fers to Jesus defeating Satan on 
the cross. It is also the first verse 
that shows us how Mary would 
become the New Eve. The seed of 
the woman, who would crush the 
serpent's head, is Jesus. The woman at 

enmity, or hostility with the serpent, is 
Mary. It was God who put this hostility 

between Mary and Satan (the serpent), and it 
is believed to be in the same likeness as Christ's 

hostility for the seed of the serpent. What exactly does all 
this mean? For Mary to be like Christ in His hostility for 
Satan forever, it is very possible to say that this passage im-
plies Mary's lack of sin. What better way is there to be in 
total hostility with Satan than to be in God's constant grace? 
As the New Eve, Mary undid the "no" of the Old Testament 
Eve by saying, "yes" to carry Jesus. 

… continued from pg. 1 

Mary was proclaimed by the angel to be with a perfec-
tion of grace, which was a very powerful statement. 
How can Mary be completely and perfectly with God's 
grace, yet still have sin left in her? Christians eventually 
came to recognize that it was extremely possible for 
Mary to be without sin, especially if she was completely 
filled with God's grace. Luke 1:28 happens to be the 
only place in the Bible where anyone is addressed with 

the important title of "full of grace." 

"…the Holy Ghost shall come 
upon you, and the power of 
the Highest shall over-
shadow you: therefore also 
that holy thing which 
shall be born of you shall 
be called the Son of 

God." - Luke 1:35 

Luke 1:35 shows Mary as the 
Ark of the New Covenant. Ac-
cording to the Old Testament, the 
Ark of the Covenant was the pure 
and holy vessel that held the Ten 
Commandments (the Old Covenant). 
The Ark was so holy in fact, that if any-
one where to touch it they could actually fall 
down and die! It was housed in the Holy of Holies, 
which was a perfectly clean place where the Jewish 
high priests could enter only once a year according to 
their law (See Lev. 16:2-4). So how are Mary and the 
Ark related? The same language that describes God's 
"dwelling" place for the Old Ark is used again for 
Mary's overshadowing by the Holy Spirit. Put another 
way, the Old Ark held God's Ten Commandments and 
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Breakfast with Santa! 
Goody bags for the children & Fellowship for the adults! 

 

Sunday, Dec 15th 

Breakfast served form 9:00 am—Noon 

Cost: Monetary Donation to cover cost of breakfast 

In the Cafeteria 
Come take pictures with Santa and Mrs. Clause! 

Holiday  

Eucharistic Celebrations 
Christmas Eve 

3:30 pm Children’s Christmas Pageant 
4:00 pm Children’s Christmas Mass 

11:00 pm Caroling in Church 
11:30 pm Midnight Mass 

 

Christmas Day 

9:00 am Christmas Mass 
 

New Years Eve 

 Mary Mother of God 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

Vigil Mass 6:30 pm 
 

New Years Day 

Mary Mother of God 
Mass 9:00 am 



suffering like that which much later his son would suffer in the Garden of Gethsemane. What a pre-
cursor of foster father and the Son, their experience matching one another in so beautiful a way. Jo-
seph’s experience almost prophetic of Jesus experience.  I have always maintained that the idea all 
creation hung upon Mary saying yes, is of course true, but an overlooked, yet just as important act 
was Joseph’s refusal to have Mary stoned to death with Jesus in her womb. It took two acts of great 
faith, Mary to say yes, and Joseph’s refusal to denounce Mary and see her killed, to bring us salva-

tion.     www.hermitofbardstown.com/2012/03/20/a-conversation/n. 

 O glorious St. Joseph, to you God committed the care of His only begotten Son 

amid the many dangers of this world. We come to you and ask you to take under your special protection 

the children God has given us. Through holy baptism they became children of God 

and members of His holy Church. We consecrate them to you today, that through this consecration 

they may become your foster children. Guard them, guide their steps in life, 

form their hearts after the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

 

St. Joseph, who felt the tribulation and worry of a parent when the child Jesus was lost, 

protect our dear children for time and eternity. May you be their father and counsellor. 

Let them, like Jesus, grow in age as well as in wisdom and grace before God and men. 

Preserve them from the corruption of his world, and give us the grace one day to be united 

with them in Heaven forever.   Amen.  

School Christmas Program 

Christmas in  
Black & White! 

Open to the entire parish 

 

Tuesday, December 17th 

5:30 pm Art Show in the cafeteria 

6:30 pm in the Church 

Collect-a-Coat! 
Please donate your gently used clean coats to Collect-a-Coat! 
Collection boxes are in the parish office.   
Accepting adult and children’s coats 
No leather coats please. 
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Holiday Cheese Balls 
Pick up your Holiday Cheese Balls for your Christmas and New  
Years Parties!!  
Made by the High School Youth, all cheese balls have been kept frozen and 
thaw wonderfully. TASTY! 
All Proceeds help the youth attend religious events such as Mission  Trip, 
World Youth Day, Spring Retreat, and Teens Encounter Christ. 
 
ONLY $8.00, Beef and Cheese.  Cheese Balls with NO NUTS are available. 
Selling after all Masses December 14th and 15th.  Or contact Brandi in the 
parish office at 424-8344x324. 

Gift Card Program 
 

Don’t forget to order your Gift Cards for Christmas 

through the SCRIP program at Holy Redeemer!  

Available for purchase after all the Masses or  

in the Parish Office.   

 

An updated order form can be found on the website: 

www.holyreemerchurch.org 
 

Great Stocking Stuffers! 

Jr. High Ski Trip 
On January 17th, All parish jr. high (grades 6-8) are invited to join us on a trip to Paoli Peaks.  Details can be found online 
at www.holyredeemeryouth.org, or www.holyredeemerchurch.org.  We will leave shortly after school ends and return that 
night!  Adults are welcome to join us either to ski or relax by the fireplace in the ski lodge.  Discounted prices are avail-
able for kids who want to go but do not want to ski., and  for all chaperoning parents.   

Cost $52.00.  Deadline is January 7th, 2014  
We travel on a charter bus and all seats are given out by who’s permission forms and payments are submitted first. 
 

go to www.holyredeemeryouth.org for more details 



Wise Men Still  Seek Him. 

Have a Blessed Advent 

And 

 A Miraculous Christmas! 
From the Staff at Holy Redeemer Church. 


